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Dear Mr Pape

RR/2474/CC(EIA) – CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ROAD, INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL TREATMENT WITH EARTHWORKS, PLANTING, FLOOD AND NOISE ATTENUATION, WILDLIFE COMPENSATION, AND FACILITIES FOR NON-MOTORISED USERS. A259 BELLE HILL, BEXHILL-ON-SEA TO B2092 QUEENSWAY, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA (KNOWN AS THE BEXHILL-HASTINGS LINK ROAD) 
I refer to your letter dated 22 September 2014, requesting permission to use a section of the Bexhill to Hastings Link Road between Belle Hill and Elva Way as a temporary diversion route.  I also refer to the letter from Richard Wall-Morris dated 13 May 2014 and an email from Steve Lapthorn dated 8 September 2014 [16:40].

A S106 Legal Undertaking was agreed on 28 July 2009 and planning permission for the Bexhill to Hastings Link Road (the Link Road) was granted on 29 July 2009.  The S106 Legal Undertaking requires, amongst other things, that certain measures must be in place prior to the opening of the Link Road for public use.  Conditions attached to the planning permission also have requirements for certain measures to be in place before the Link Road is opened to the public, for example noise attenuation fencing and the Greenway.

Subsequently, a Non-Material Amendment application (NM/9) to alter the wording of the relevant conditions of the planning permission has been approved by Planning Committee on 23 April 2014.  The effect of the revised wording of the conditions is that it enables approval to be sought from the Head of Planning to allow, during construction, the temporary use by the public of any part of the Link Road.  A Deed of Variation to the Legal Undertaking has also been secured and engrossed to allow, subject to written approval by the Head of Planning, the temporary use of any part of the Link Road before all the requirements of the Legal Undertaking have been fulfilled.  

Pursuant to Conditions 7, 8, 9, 13, 15, 20, 21 and 26 of the Planning Permission, and, the requirements of the S106 Legal Undertaking, you are now seeking approval from the Head of Planning for a section of the Bexhill to Hastings Link Road, between Belle Hill and Elva Way, to be temporarily used by the public in order to facilitate other works taking place.  

The existing Ninfield Road Overbridge needs to be demolished and rebuilt and, whilst this is done, it is proposed to allow the public to use the urban section of the Link Road from Belle Hill/A259 to Elva Way, Sidley.  This will minimise disruption in the locality and provide traffic management measures to avoid lengthy diversions being incurred while the other works are completed.

Prior to the temporary diversion becoming operational, the status of the following conditions will be as follows:

· Planning Condition 7 – Proposed mammal crossings between Belle Hill and Elva Way will be installed and completed;

· Planning Condition 8 - The proposed footpath from Bancroft Road to Chapel Path Underpass will be completed.  The Greenway does not start until the Link Road reaches Glovers Farm, so is not relevant for Belle Hill to Elva Way section.

· Planning Condition 9 — Any additional temporary accesses or temporary compounds to be in place at the time this section of road is opened shall be submitted for approval in advance of the opening date.

· Planning Condition 13 — Not all of the proposed boundary fencing will be installed before the opening of the temporary diversion route as ownership discussions between ESCC and landowners is still ongoing. However, the existing boundary fence or temporary fencing will be in place and, therefore, there will be boundary fencing where required along the Belle Hill to Elva Way section. The only section where this is not the case is the tie-in with Elva Way, which cannot have fencing installed as this is the access and egress for the diversion route.

· Planning Condition 15 — The landscaping works will not be completed prior to opening of the temporary diversion route.  

· Planning Condition 20 — Any Rights of Way through the relevant section will be maintained during the course of the construction work. ESCC Highways and Rights of Way shall be kept informed with all the traffic management proposals and pedestrian routes. The pedestrian route through Chapel Path Underpass will be completed prior to using this temporary diversion. The footpath from Bancroft Road to Chapel Path Underpass will be completed prior to using this temporary diversion.

· Planning Condition 21 — The environmental barrier will be installed in the locations approved pursuant to Condition 21 for the opening of the diversion route from Belle Hill to Elva Way. However, the environmental barrier at Ch 1000 – 1050 adjacent to Station House is unlikely to be installed prior to opening due to ongoing discussions with third parties. Also, to allow access and egress onto the diversion route, the proposed fencing at the tie-in point to Elva Way will not be in place.

· Planning Condition 26 – The surface water drainage scheme, including swales, will be fully installed in the section between Belle Hill and Elva Way prior to opening of this section.

With regard to the Legal Undertaking, the Operational Environment Management Plan (OEMP) will not be submitted and approved prior to the opening of the Link Road for public use.

It has been confirmed that an extensive letter drop will be carried out to the residents in the surrounding areas of the Link Road informing them of the proposed arrangements.

I have given consideration to the impact of the temporary use of the Link Road and the status of the requirements of the Conditions and Legal Undertaking.  Most measures to mitigate and protect the residential amenities of the locality will be in place for the temporary use of this section of the Link Road.  The diversion and use of the Link Road will minimise disturbance and disruption to local residents and users of the local road network.  Consequently, in accordance with the powers delegated to me, I hereby APPROVE the temporary use of the Link Road between Belle Hill and Elva Way, as envisaged by the revisions contained in NM/9, for the duration of the works to demolish and reconstruct the Ninfield Road Overbridge.

Please note that if at any time the arrangements being carried out give rise to complaint,  any complaints received should be notified to Sarah Iles (01273 481631), or, Tony Cook (01273 481653) within two working days of receiving the complaint. Consideration would then be given as to whether any further mitigation is required under the temporary arrangements of this section of the Link Road being open to public use.
Yours sincerely

Tony Cookony Cook

Tony Cook

Head of Planning

· Copy for Statutory Planning Register c/o Hastings Borough Council and Rother District Council, Your Ref RR/07/1488 - HS/07/444

· Amanda Parks Technical Assistant

· Richard Wall-Morris, Hochtief-Taylor Woodrow Joint Venture (via email only)

· Chloe DeRenzy-Martin – East Sussex County Council (via email only)

· Stephanie Stammers - East Sussex County Council (via email only)
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